
 

2017 Priorities 

We wish to express gratitude towards Governor Cuomo for his continued support of a fully funded 

Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) budgeted at $300 million. In addition, the Catskill Park Coalition 

was glad to see the inclusion of, at a minimum, $5 million to support the Catskills through the new 

Adventure NY proposal included in the Governor’s budget, though we would like to see specific 

details for how that money will be spent in the Catskills.  

We applaud our local representatives for taking up the cause to improve the Catskill Park, including 

Senators Seward and Amedore for securing the Catskill Park’s Aid to Localities funding and 

Assemblymembers Cahill and Gunther’s continued support of the Park and the Maurice D. Hinchey 

Catskill Interpretive Center. 

We hope that in this year’s budget, a “Catskills Package” can be secured, supporting both enhanced 

access to, and stewardship of, our public lands ultimately providing a world-class experience for 

visitors and residents alike that strengthens the economy on Main Street and our natural environment. 

 

This year, the Catskill Park Coalition is seeking: 

 

 Continuation of Catskill Park Aid to Localities line in the amount of $550,000 with $500,000 

towards access and stewardship projects, directed to the Catskill Watershed Corporation and 
$50,000 towards staffing and operations costs at the Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive 

Center, directed to the Catskill Center for Conservation and Development, who manages the 

Catskill Interpretive Center on behalf of the NYSDEC; 

 $4 million in funding to support Catskill Park stewardship, improvements and maintenance 

by the NYSDEC and through contracts such as the Catskill Conservation Corps, Professional 

Trail Crews and Summit/Trail Stewards to increase stewardship efforts to match the growing 

number of visitors in the Catskill Park. Continuing scientific efforts such as the Catskill 

Environmental Research & Monitoring (CERM) program by directing funding to the Cary 

Institute to manage this program; 

 Providing at least $2 million in support of the “Save the Hemlocks” initiative led by Cornell 

University to reduce the impact of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid on hemlock trees by developing 

effective biocontrol (Laricobius negrinus) and thereby leveraging funding from Cornell, the 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection and private sources; 

 Funding the Catskill Area Tourism services in the amount of $2 million to improve regional 

marketing, direct visitors to the Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive Center, improve 

safety and stewardship messaging and provide better connections between the Catskill Park 

and its communities; 

 Increasing the budget and staffing for the NYSDEC’s Division of Lands and Forest to better 

manage Catskill Park. Holding annual Forest Ranger Academies to maintain and grow Ranger 
force to maintain public safety. $1 million; and 

 Completing an economic study for the Catskill Park to capture a snapshot of the region before 
the Sullivan County casino development - $450,000; 

 

The economy of the Catskill region is built on the natural beauty of its forever wild land. Few other 

places on earth contain so much abundant undisturbed land so close to so many millions of people. 

With few options for economic development, appropriate access to the more than 450,000 acres of 

public land within the Catskill region is the key feasible foundation for economic opportunity. Access 

for the millions who rely on its open space, will significantly enhance economic opportunity while 

meeting conservation goals and principles. 


