
 
 

The Catskill Science Collaborative 

(Formerly known as CERM, Catskill Environmental Research and Monitoring Collaborative) 

Summary:  With $100,000 from the Environmental Protection Fund, we propose to expand and improve the 

Catskill Science Collaborative to promote the exchange of information among scientists working in the Catskill 

region, to encourage research on topics of importance to management of the region’s natural resources, and to 

improve communication of that research to resource managers and the public. 

Why is this needed? The Catskill Region’s economy is driven by natural resources.  The key industries of 

tourism, forestry and agriculture all require healthy and well managed ecosystems for their long-term 

sustainability. Nine million people obtain their drinking water from the NYC water supply system and depend 

on healthy forests and streams in the Catskill watersheds to maintain the quantity and purity of their water.  

Environmental research and monitoring provide the scientific foundation of intelligent ecosystem management 

in the face of climate change, invasive species, development, and other environmental changes. A large number 

of federal, state and municipal agencies, universities, and research institutes are involved in research, 

monitoring, and management of the resources of the Catskills.  However, there are few opportunities for 

scientists and managers to exchange information across agencies and institutions, make data freely available for 

long-term use, or to communicate research findings to the general public.  

To fill these gaps in coordination and communication, the Catskill Science Collaborative (CSC) will formalize 

and expand the activities of the Catskill Environmental Research and Monitoring (CERM) group, which 

participated in the development of this proposal. 

What will the Catskill Science Collaborative do? 

 Promote scientific research and environmental monitoring in the Catskill region on topics relevant to natural 

resource management. 

 Provide a locus for exchange of information between resource managers (e.g., NYDEC, NYC DEP, private 

landowners) and scientists such that the resource managers can identify issues that require research and 

scientists can provide information as it becomes available. 

 Continue CERM’s series of Catskill Research Conferences, held biennially since 2010, that bring together 

researchers, natural resource managers, non-profits, and government staff in the Catskill region to share the 

latest research results and to encourage cooperative research projects.  

 Promote the development of “scientific infrastructure” that improves the opportunities for collaboration 

among Catskill researchers, such as a catalog of active research projects, a bibliography of relevant 

scientific publications, and the identification of a Catskill Research Forest to serve as a focal area for 

research. 

 Establish the Catskill Research Fellowship Program to encourage and coordinate student research projects 

in the region, based on research needs identified by resource managers. Students will be mentored by 

scientists at local colleges and research institutions.  

 Sponsor activities to inform and engage local communities in the Catskills about science in the region, such 

as "Science Café" programs by scientists in local cafés or pubs, Catskill Science Hikes, and programs at the 

Catskill Interpretive Center.   

 Develop and maintain a web site providing access to information about scientific research in the Catskills 

for natural resource managers, scientists, and the public. 

Why the Cary Institute?  The Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, with a long history of research in the 

Catskills, will be the institutional home of the CSC.  The Cary Institute provides a stimulating research 

environment with lab facilities for students, and will contribute partial salary support for key scientific staff, web 

site support, and administrative support for personnel, accounting, and compliance issues.   

Contacts:  Dr. Joshua Ginsberg, President (ginsbergj@caryinstitute.org; 845-677-7600 ext. 105) or  

Dr. Gary Lovett, Senior Scientist (lovettg@caryinstitute.org; 845-677-7600 ext. 132) 
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