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As I have spent the last few months working to visit and meet with as many of the Catskill Center's 
partners as I could (along with potential new partners), one thing that strikes me is the depth of eve-
ryone's appreciation and love for the Catskills.  While we may not all agree on much, I have found 
that we all agree that the Catskills are a special, unique area that deserves attention, support and 
protection.   

That support was evident in October when Governor Andrew Cuomo visited the Maurice D. Hinchey 
Catskill Interpretive Center and announced $5 million in new ILoveNY spending to promote the 
Catskill region.  At the same time he announced that he is hosting a Catskills Challenge for 2016 that 
will showcase our region's recreational opportunities including fly fishing, paddling, hiking and 
mountain biking.  I am looking forward to helping the Governor showcase all that the Catskills have 
to offer next year. 

Hand in hand with promotional efforts though, we want to ensure that we protect the natural re-
sources of the Catskill Park, have ongoing stewardship programs, and provide critical park infra-
structure and maintenance to provide visitors with the best possible experience while safeguarding 
the natural beauty of the region.  That is why the Catskill Center, as Co-Chair of the Catskill Park 
Coalition continues to advocate for additional resources for the region.  We have been working on 
laying the groundwork for our 2016 Catskill Park Awareness Day by holding meetings with repre-
sentatives from the Governor's office, State Agencies and local representatives.  When we arrive in 
Albany on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 for Awareness Day, our message will already be known and 
we can focus our efforts on ensuring our legislators hear from those who love the Catskills that the 
region needs their support.  I urge everyone to join us in February, for there truly is strength in num-
bers when it comes to efforts like this. 

The Catskill Center continues to work on a number of additional alternatives, including the launch of 
our new Riparian Buffer program with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
and the ongoing management and operation of the Catskill Interpretive Center.  We are working to 
improve our Thorn and Platte Clove Preserves and have shows planned for the Erpf Gallery 
throughout the rest of 2015 and well into 2016. 

Because of our work we have a stronger, more collaborative Catskills region that values our natural, 
historical, cultural and recreational resources and works together to create a better Catskills for 
everyone. 

Jeff P. Senterman 
Executive Director 

From our  
Executive  
Director Left: View over 

the Ashokan  
reservoir. 
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The 2015 season will come to a close featuring the work of Michael Mendel. A local artist from 
Fleischmanns, Mr. Mendel creates watercolors of Catskill Region scenes. A graduate of The City 
College of New York, Mendel made art and design his career. He opened his own graphic design 
studio in 1979 and his 30 years of creative work on LP jackets covered all musical genres. He cre-
ated record album covers for artists like Etta James, Tony Bennett, Gladys Knight, The N.Y. Philhar-
monic, The Dave Clark 5, The Hollies, Yardbirds, Donovan, Box Tops, Tommy James, Beach Boys 
and hundreds of others. Soundtrack LP’s included "The Godfather" and "Serpico." As a watercolorist, 
Mendel's work has been labeled as "representational." He has participated in group exhibitions at 
The National Arts Club in New York City, Lyme Art Association Old Lyme Connecticut, Woodstock 
Arts Fair and The Washington Square Outdoor Art Exhibit in lower Manhattan.   

Looking ahead to 2016, several wonderful exhibits will be on display. January through March former 
Artist in Resident Susan Miiller will display her paintings. April and May the gallery will feature a 
retrospective of Fred Guyot’s works. Mr. Guyot is a local abstract artist whose works haven’t often 
been on public display. The beginning of summer we will host an interpretive exhibit on the Geol-
ogy of the Catskills by Bob and Johanna Titus. This exhibit will also feature the photographs of Art 
Murphy. 

The 2015-16 school year started with Stream Watch being conducted at Walton’s Townsend Elemen-
tary School. The program was comprised of two visits to the 5th grade classes. During the first visit, 
students learned about our local watersheds, created a watershed, and started to learn about macro-
invertebrates. During the second visit, the students waded into the West Branch of the Delaware to 
collect macro-invertebrates. Based on the students sorting and identifying of the animals, they were 
able to determine the health of the stream. Stream Watch will continue in the spring months once the 
weather gets warmer. If you are interested in participating, please contact Katie Palm at (845) 586-
2611. 

Through a partnership with RUPCO and a grant from the A. Lindsay and Olive B. O’Connor Founda-
tion, several home energy workshops will be hosted at the Catskill Center. The workshops will take 
place on November 4 and 17. During the workshops, participants will learn how to access a 
NYSERDA free or low-cost home energy assessment through the Home Performance with ENERGY 
STAR© Program. NYSERDA helps homeowners install recommended energy saving measures from 
the assessment by providing significant discounts and low-interest financing. After the presenta-
tions, homeowners can apply for a home energy assessment and other NYSERDA benefits. 
“NYSERDA offers great financial incentives for everyone to start saving on energy costs right now,” 
said Michael Courtney, Outreach Coordinator with RUPCO’s Green Jobs – Green New York Team. 
“A typical annual savings from the program is around $700 per year, with many people saving even 
more.” Homeowners can get at least 10% cash-back from NYSERDA when they install qualifying en-
ergy saving measures like improved insulation, air-sealing or a heating system upgrade. Residents 
making less than 80% of the local median income can get an amazing 50% discount off the cost of 
installing energy efficiency measures, up to a total discount of $5,000 and up to $10,000 for two to 
four family homes. 

Arts, Culture 
& Education 
Update 
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Contemporary Catskills Watercolors by Michael Mendel. DURR (left) and Phoenicia Diner (right). 

Morning Vista (left) and Falls (right) by artist Susan Miiller. 

Students participating in our Stream Watch program. 
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What’s New  
at Thorn  
Preserve 

The Thorn Preserve enjoys great public support. Our invasive species specialist, Dan Snider, lead 
two September hikes at the property that were well attended. Our partner, the Woodstock Land 
Conservancy continues to offer many programs there that are free to the public. In addition to the 
Hemlock Insectiary we maintain there to battle the wooly adelgid, we have an active apiary with in-
terpretive signage about pollinators in general and bees in particular. 

We are currently working with an engineering firm to research and report on the feasibility of re-
storing the flood plain nature of the field along the Sawkill Creek to mitigate some of the down-
stream flooding. This has been made possible by a grant from the Land Trust Alliance.  

We are in the process of making improvements to the Thorn cottage with the hopes of generating 
income to support the Preserve by renting the cottage primarily to artists and researches who will 
be inspired by the beauty of the landscape. The plan is to have the cottage ready by this spring. We 
have also enhanced the signage at the Preserve and provided stations for dog walkers to have ac-
cess to bags for dog waste and to know the leash rules for using the Preserve. 

Above: Shooting on location for WGRZ, who produced a 
short piece on the Catskills and the work of the Catskill 
Center, featuring interview with Jeff Senterman and Erik 
Johanson. 
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For most of us here in the Catskills, the end of fall means a return to the woodstove. Slippers emerge 
from the closet, winter coats come out of hiding, and life slows to a quieter pace. Not so for Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid (HWA). HWA, the invasive insect responsible for the decline of thousands of hem-
lock up and down the eastern seabord, is extremely active during the cold months. Inserting their 
slender mouth parts at the base of a hemlock needle, HWA feeds throughout winter, and secretes 
the characteristic white 'wool' that gives the invasive insect its common name. The reproductive po-
tential of this insect is explosive, with females producing thousands of new clones every year. 
 

For the last two years CRISP has been busy mapping and tracking this insect as it spreads across the 
Catskills. Although the colder climate of our mountainous terrain gives us cause to complain each 
January, it has, to some extent kept HWA at bay. While the Delaware Water Gap, just a stone's throw 
to our south, has seen massive die off of its hemlock forest, the Catskills has managed to keep most 
of it in tact. In the eastern fringes of our region, like Woodstock, HWA has already reached critical 
levels, and the impacts are shocking. 
 

So what can we do about it? Fortunately, a beetle (Laricobius nigrinus), native to Washington, ap-
pears to present a reason for hopefulness. This beetle preys on HWA, and has been shown to pro-
vide some level of control in managing HWA damage. As part of The Catskill Regional Invasive Spe-
cies Partnership's (CRISP) work, we will be searching for stands throughout the forest preserve that 
are suitable sites to release these beetles. Unlike the emerald ash borer, HWA is a relatively slow 
moving pest, and we hope we have time to conduct thorough surveys to find the most strategic re-
lease sites. While the winter winds blow, and you're tucked away next to the fire, think of our staff 
tracking the next infestation of HWA through the snowy woods.  

News from 
CRISP 

Above: Tsuga Canadensis (aka Hemlock) inundated with 
Hemlock Wooly Adelgid, otherwise known as HWA. 
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With over 3,000 visitors since opening day this past July, the CIC is a great success. We have served 
visitors from over two dozen foreign countries and three dozen US states by introducing them to the 
Catskill and Watershed region and providing information on all of the activities and events our re-
gion has to offer. But we are not resting on our laurels; DEC is engaged with us to create interpretive 
signage for our perimeter trail that will tell more of the story of the Catskills and especially the his-
tory of CIC site. The bridge over the intermittent stream is actively under construction as is the new 
trail above it that will lead to a picnic area and eventually connect to a trail up Mount Tobias. 

The CIC recently had an important visitor when Governor Andrew Cuomo made us his last stop on 
his recent Ride The Catskills motorcycle tour. He took the opportunity to announce the Ride The 
Catskills program, a new $5 million advertising campaign for the Catskills and a new Catskill Chal-
lenge program to entice more visitors to the Park, Forest Preserve, Watershed lands and all the 
towns and regions of the Catskills. 

The CIC has already been the site of several meetings and events. Beginning in November, the 
Friends of the Catskill Interpretive Center will be hosting a regular Second Saturday of the Month at 
the CIC speakers program. The November program will be all about hunting and presented by lo-
cal guide Sonny Somelofski. Check the CIC Events page of the CIC website and also our Facebook 
page for the schedule of upcoming events. Other talks and special programs are in the works. 

We are committed to remaining open 7 days a week for the rest of the fall and into this winter. This 
will provide us additional data on the demand for the services we offer free to the public. The CIC 
will only thrive with continued public financial support. We have already received sponsorships for 
two of the 10 park benches we are looking to place around the site. Please visit our website to learn 
about all the ways you can support the CIC, catskillinterpretivecenter.org. 

News from 
the MDH CIC 

Below: Panorama 
of the Governor’s 
moto motorcade. 
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Governor Cuomo addressing the crowd at the MDH CIC. 

Gov. Cuomo speaking with Jeff Senterman and  
Michael Drillinger. 

Jeff Senterman with acting  
DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos. 
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Please Support  
the work of the 
Catskill Center 

The board of directors, volunteers and staff of the Catskill Center thank you for your generous sup-
port. It’s only with your help that the Center can achieve the goals we all share, healthy ecosystems 
and vibrant communities in the Catskills. 

The Center continues to develop partnerships with local, state and national groups to protect our 
open spaces and natural resources. Together we take pride in knowing that our more than 45 year 
history has had a long-lasting impact. Of course there is always more work to be done and with your 
gift, we can continue that work! 

Your Donation to the Catskill Center supports: 

Catskills Advocacy:  The Catskill Center works to organize the region politically for equal 
representation, protection and resources on the state and national level.  We Chair the Cats-
kill Park Advisory Committee, Co-Chair the Catskill Park Coalition, sponsor the annual Cats-
kill Park Awareness Day and take part in a multitude of other activities to support the region. 

Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive Center: Operated and managed by the Catskill 
Center and having opened in the summer of 2015, the Catskill Interpretive Center helps visi-
tors and residents alike explore the natural and cultural resources of the Catskills 

Invasive Species: Through the Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP) we are 
working to turn the tide on invasive species in the Catskills. 

Land Protection: The Catskill Center currently holds 17 conservation easements comprised 
of 43 individual parcels, totaling 2,550 acres and we own and maintain four properties total-
ing 367 acres. These include our Thorn Preserve and Platte Clove Preserve, both of which 
are open to our members and the public year-round. In addition, working in partnership 
with one of the largest landowners of the region, our innovative and groundbreaking work in 
riparian zones is building the architecture for the Catskills a century into the future. 

Arts, Culture and Education: The Catskill Center supports arts culture and education 
throughout the Catskills including through our Erpf Gallery in Arkville, the Interpretive Cen-
ter Art Park, our Streamwatch Program and our Sense of Place educational curriculum for 
local schools. 
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How you can support the Catskill Center 

Donate Online: Donate through our website, catskillcenter.org/donate 

Donate By Mail: Checks made out to the "Catskill Center for Conservation and Develop-
ment" may be mailed to Catskill Center, PO Box 504, Arkville, NY 12406. 

Corporate Matching Gifts: Employers matching contributions can double or triple your 
gift.  Ask your company's Human Resources or Matching Gift Department about charitable 
matching contributions.  If your employer has a program that will match your donation to the 
Catskill Center, please complete your company's matching gift form and send it to the Cats-
kill Center, PO Box 504, Arkville, NY 12406. 

Gift Memberships: Give the gift of Catskill Center membership to a friend, co-worker, family 
member, fellow conservationist, elected official - anyone who you think would enjoy learn-
ing more about ways to protect, preserve and foster the Catskills! 

Honorary and Memorial Gifts: Honor someone's birthday, anniversary, or a holiday with a 
gift to the Catskill Center. Give online or contact us.  Pay a lasting tribute to Catskill Center 
members, friends, and supporters who are no longer with us. Give online, contact us or in-
clude the Catskill Center in a tribute.  Sample wording you may want to use: In memory of 
(deceased), the family requests that a donation be made to the Catskill Center, 43355 Rt 28, 
Box 504, Arkville, NY 12406 or via their website www.catskillcenter.org/donate. 

Make a Gift Through Your Donor Advised Fund: A donor advised fund (DAF) is a type of giv-
ing program that allows you to combine the most favorable tax benefits with the flexibility to 
easily support your favorite charities like the Catskill Center.  

Planned Giving: You can include the Catskill Center in your will or other estate plan. By do-
ing so, you can extend your commitment to the Catskills far beyond your own lifetime.  If you 
have already included the Catskill Center in your estate plans, please let us know.  A be-
quest may be in the form of cash, securities, real estate, or other property. You should spec-
ify that the Catskill Center is to receive a certain amount or percentage of your estate, par-
ticular assets, or the remainder of your estate after providing for heirs. To discuss making a 
bequest or for assistance in drafting language, please contact us. 

Only with your support can the Catskill Center continue its mission!   

Your support today helps us protect our vital ecosystems and unique landscapes, enhance economic 
opportunities for our region’s residents all the while preserving cultural and historic assets and fur-
thering a regional vision and spirit. It’s through your support that we can continue to protect and 
promote the greater Catskill region while preserving it for generations to come. 

Thank you! 
Please visit CatskillCenter.org/Donate today! 



The Catskill Center  
P.O. Box 504 
43355 State Hwy 28 
Arkville, NY 12406 
www.catskillcenter.org 
facebook.com/catskillcenter 

 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #537 
Kingston, NY 

Address Service Requested 

FIRST LAST 

ADDRESS LINE 1 

ADDRESS LINE 2 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

Fall/Winter 

2015-16 

Stay in touch! 
 

@catskillcenter 
 

We’re on Facebook,  
Instagram and Twitter! 


