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From Our Executive Director 
Jeff Senterman 

Executive Director 

H ow does work get done? By bringing people together. We have 
seen that to be repeatedly true here at the Catskill Center and 

across the region. Most recently it was the amazing amount of work 
that was completed at our Platte Clove Preserve thanks to volunteers 
from the Student Conservation Association’s Hudson Valley chapter. 
More than forty volunteers made short work of trail improvements, a 
new kiosk, fencing and more, improving the experience of visiting 
our Platte Clove Preserve. Dedicated groups and organizations 
across the region are pulling together, working to improve the 
Catskill region for all, project by project. 

The Catskill Center is proud to co-chair the Catskill Park Coalition, a 
first-of-its-kind group whose mission brings together the separate 
voices of the Catskill region to speak as one in Albany and beyond. 
We're working hard with the coalition to prepare for the 2017 
legislative season. Soon we'll be asking our members and supporters 
to join us this winter as we travel to Albany in February to make our 
voices heard at the Coalition’s annual Catskill Park Awareness Day! – 
Save the date: Tuesday, February 7th, 2017 (and please be sure to 
sign up for our regular email mailing list at CatskillCenter.org/
contact and follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter with 
@CatskillCenter to keep up with events, news and more from the 
Catskill Center.) 

It's not only advocacy, but collaboration that gets the work done. We 
chair the Catskill Park Advisory Committee, which brings diverse 
stakeholders from across the region together in one room to discuss 
and debate issues central to the Catskill Park and its communities. 
We tackle issues as diverse as invasive species management, park 
overuse and shuttle bus services, and everything in between. 

At the Catskill Center, collaboration, cooperation and teamwork 
thrive. Our staff and board of directors have worked hard over the 
last several months to enhance the vision of the Catskill Center. This 
will chart the course ahead for the organization as we near our 50th 
anniversary in 2019. For over four decades the Catskill Center has 



Fall/Winter 2016-17 

4 Follow us @CatskillCenter on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

been at the forefront of efforts to preserve, protect and foster our 
beloved Catskills' environmental, cultural and economic resources. 
We are so excited to start looking towards how we will lead in the 
decades to come. 

Of course, the most important people we bring together are our 
supporters! It is only with friends and supporters like you at our side 
that any of this great work can begin. Your membership, your 
contributions, your volunteer time are what allow the Catskill Center 
to continue our stewardship efforts, our advocacy and regional 
collaboration work, and our arts and education programming 
throughout the Catskills. We can only be successful because of 
supporters like you. Thank you! 

Every day we need that help. You can support our work, whether 
through a membership renewal, a generous donation, volunteering 
at an event or simply telling a friend why our work is important to 
you and should be important to them. Invite family and friends learn 
more about us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram @CatskillCenter 
and join our email mailing list. We are all part of a team, a team 
loving and supporting the Catskills through the work of the Catskill 
Center. Time to get back to work! 

 

 

 

 

 Jeff P. Senterman 
Executive Director 
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From Our Associate Director 

W e are very pleased to welcome aboard two new staff 
members this fall. Our Streamside Acquisition Program (SAP) 

a partnership program with the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), works to protect the streamside 
forested lands and floodplains that are essential to maintaining 
Catskill streams’ excellent water quality. I lead this project and I was 
joined in September by two new team members who will help the 
Catskill Center secure streamside ‘buffer’ lands and floodplains from 
interested landowners through fee simple acquisitions and 
conservation easements which will ultimately be owned and 
managed by New York City.  

I am excited, proud, and privileged to have two such passionate, 
skilled staff join our team.  I'm looking forward to the greater strides 
we can make together to protect streamside buffer lands in the New 
York City watershed. 

Julia Solomon, Real Estate Project Manager 
Streamside Acquisition Project 

Julia brings a 
background in land 
conservation and 
sustainability 
planning to her work 
with the Catskill 
Center. She will 
promote the program 
to eligible streamside 
landowners, visit with 
interested 
landowners at their 
properties, and work 
with interested, 
eligible landowners 
through the initial 
stages of the acquisition process.   

Julia Solomon joins our Streamside Acquisition Program, 
working out of our new office in Tannersville. 

Kali Bird 
Associate Director 
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Julia grew up in Rochester and received her undergraduate degree 
in biology from Cornell University and her master’s degree in 
conservation biology and sustainable development from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is thrilled to be back in her 
home state working and playing in the Catskills.  She loves hiking, 
canoeing, and camping with her husband and two young children.   

Lisa Wachtel, Real Estate Closing Manager 
Streamside Acquisition Program 
 
Lisa comes to the Catskill Center with over 
twenty-five years of experience in the legal, title 
insurance, and land services industries. She 
manages the later stages of the property 
acquisition process for the Streamside 
Acquisition Program. Her primary 
responsibilities include coordinating, reviewing, 
and documenting all closing-related activities, 
including managing contracts for services and 
other technical and legal aspects of the closing 
process.  

A lifetime resident of New York State, Lisa 
enjoys hiking, volleyball, golf, and travel—
especially when those activities include the 
company of her family. 

Kali Bird 
Associate Director 

New staff member 
Lisa Wachtel, with 
the Streamside 
Acquisition 
Program. 
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Keeping up with the 
Catskill Center 

A re you one of the 1,936 people who’ve liked us 
on our Facebook? How about the 1,549 folks 

who check in on Instagram? Or the 1,078 people 
following us on Twitter for the latest news? Are you 
a little more old school and just keep to email, like 
4,000 other subscribers enjoying monthly updates 
on upcoming events? No?! If you’re not, you’re 
missing out on late breaking news, updates and 
alerts on all things Catskills! 

Join the thousands of people just like you who want 
to keep up with the Catskill Center by searching for 
@CatskillCenter on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter and sign up for our email mailing list at 
CatskillCenter.org/contact, then tell your friends all 
about us! 

We post regularly to social media about upcoming events, alerts on 
political actions that can impact the Catskill region, and share 
information about regional news daily. If you sign up for our email 
mailing list you’ll get a monthly email about events in the coming 
month as well as special invitations to major events and political 
action alerts.  

The flexibility of social media allows us to publish updates, last 
minute events, and share news letting us keep our membership 
informed about all things Catskills. Most importantly, the substantial 
cost of snail mail messages can instead go towards delivering 
improved programming rather than administrative costs.  

The Catskill Center also routinely publishes updates about 
upcoming events and provides a unique perspective on our work on 
our blog, aptly named the Catskill Center Mountaineer, reviving the 
original name of one of our publications dating back to the early 
1970s.  The blog also publishes our podcast of Catskill Digest, our 
weekly live broadcast every Thursday at 9 am on WIOX Radio 91.3 
FM in the Catskills, or globally at WIOXradio.org.   

Erik Johanson 
Advocacy & 

Outreach 

FOMO 

Informal, [MASS 
NOUN] Anxiety 

that an exciting or 
interesting event 
may currently be 

happening 
elsewhere, often 
aroused by posts 

seen on social 
media.  

Origin: early 21st 
c., abbrev.: fear 
of missing out. 

(Oxford English 
Dictionary) 
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Hemlock Surveys  
in the Catskills 

H emlock woolly adelgid (HWA) is a big problem in New York – 
and in the Catskills in particular. A tiny invasive insect from 

Japan, this aphid-relative sits on the underside of a hemlock tree’s 
needles and sucks the nutrients from the xylem and phloem of the 
tree. This wouldn’t be such a problem if not for the fact that this bug’s 
reproductive capacity often means millions or more of these adelgid 
are on a tree at once. This often results in the quick decline and 
death of the tree, which can mean loss of valuable wildlife habitat 
and erosion concerns.  

The Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP) and its 
partners has been conducting hemlock surveys throughout the 
Catskills region since 2014, to determine the severity of the hemlock 
woolly adelgid infestation. These surveys are not only to document 
the spread of the bugs, but to inform necessary control work that will 
help save the Catskills’ hemlocks. CRISP is working closely with 
partner groups to prioritize hemlock stands for insecticide control in 
the short term, and biological control in the long. Biological control 
for HWA involves releasing predator bugs for it, that specialize and 
only prey on hemlock woolly adelgid. Years of testing has gone into 
determining that these predators will not create a problem 
themselves, and for now they are seen as the only sustainable long-
term solution to hemlock woolly adelgid. 

Another aspect of CRISP’s work this year has been training citizen 
scientists to recognize hemlock woolly 
adelgid and to report it when they see it out 
in the Catskills’ forests. These trained 
citizens are assisting CRISP and its partners 
in locating valuable hemlock stands for 
prioritization and conservation, and are 
providing us with important information on 
the hemlock woolly adelgid infestations. So 
far this year CRISP has hosted 7 trainings 
and workshops, and is planning several 
more.  

Dan Snider  
Catskill Regional 
Invasive Species 

Partnership  

Training citizen scientists at 
the Mountain Top Arboretum. 
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View from a hemlock forest edge in the Southern Catskills. 

The last part of CRISP’s hemlock outreach work has been creating a 
database of hemlock hedges throughout the Catskills’ landscape. 
The hedges are ideally 30 or more feet long and about 8 to 12 feet 
tall, with dense inner-growing branches and a heavy infestation of 
HWA – this would be the best type of release location for predator 
insects for hemlock woolly adelgid. Most of the hedges CRISP has 
found thus far are privately owned, with the agreement that once 
CRISP releases these bugs in the hedges, they will be able to return 
to sustainably harvest them in future years, to help spread them 
around the Catskills. If you know of a hemlock hedge that fits these 
criteria, please contact dsnider@catskillcenter.org. 
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Protecting Open Spaces 
in the Catskills 

F rom its earliest beginnings, 
t h e  C a t s k i l l  C e n t e r 

recognized the importance of 
protecting land. Since acquiring 
the Platte Clove Preserve in 
1974, the Catskill Center has 
protected over 18,000 acres of 
land in the Catskills. A lot of this 
land has been transferred to 
New York State for the Forest 
Preserve. In addition to the 
Platte Clove Preserve, the Catskill Center also owns the Thorn 
Preserve in Woodstock and the land on which the Catskill 
Interpretive Center sits. 
 
In all, the Catskill Center owns and manages about 350 acres of land 
that is also open to the public. The Catskill Center is a land trust, and 
this means we hold and manage conservation easements on private 
property. A conservation easement is an agreement by a landowner 
to give up development rights on their property forever in return for 
certain tax benefits. The conservation easement must be monitored 
to insure the restrictions are being kept and it is the job of a land 
trust to hold and monitor conservation easements. The Catskill 
Center holds 16 conservation easements totaling about 1800 acres. 
 
The preserves are open to the public and are there to help people 
reconnect with the land and nature. They also provide vital habitat 
for wildlife. The conservation easements have several possible 
public benefits. They protect wild and open spaces, or important 
habitat, or they protect historic places or significant scenic views. 
The Catskill Center’s work as a land trust is among our most 
signature work, and because the lands in our trust are to be 
protected in perpetuity, this is some of our most important work. It is 
time intensive, and therefore costly, to monitor easements and do all 
the paperwork required by being a land trust. The preserves also 
require ongoing care and maintenance. The Catskill Center relies on 
contributions from you and others to fulfill our land trust mission. 
Please consider making a legacy contribution. You can ask to talk to 
Jeff Senterman or Michael Drillinger about setting up a legacy 
contribution. 

Michael Drillinger  
Land Trusts & the 

MDH Catskill  
Interpretive Center 



Fall/Winter 2016-17 

11 11 Sign up for our email mailing list at CatskillCenter.org/Contact 

Utilitarian or Functional Art 
Call for Art 

T he Catskill Center is planning an invitational exhibit to highlight 
the utilitarian art of the Catskill Region. The exhibit will open 

Saturday, December 3 and run through Saturday, January 21, 2017. 
An opening reception will be held Saturday, December 3 from 2-
4pm. 

Many of the products we use every day are not only useful, but 
should be considered beautiful. Homemade furniture, clothing, 
baskets, stained glass, pottery, quilts… so many items we depend on 
for everyday use could be on display as art. Here is your opportunity 
to share your utilitarian creations in an art setting.  

To submit your work, please send one jpeg image for each piece to 
be considered. Each submission should be accompanied by a brief 
artist statement. One person can submit up to five works. When 
sending in samples, please also include artist name, mailing 
address, phone number, email address, title of work, medium, 
dimensions, price, and a brief bio. 

Submissions should be sent via email to Katie Palm at 
Kpalm@catskillcenter.org by October 28. If selected, works will 
need to be ready for installation and delivered to the Catskill 
Center’s Erpf Gallery by November 23, 2016. 

Throughout the year the Catskill Center, through its Erpf Gallery, 
hosts a number of exhibitions either by local artists or inspired by 
the Catskill Region. The creative work presented at the Erpf Gallery 
preserves and honors traditional ways of life, yet at the same time 
demonstrates the inspirational role the region continues to play in 
American art. For more information about the Catskill Center’s Erpf 
Gallery go to catskillcenter.org or call (845) 586-2611. 

Katie Palm 
Arts & Education  
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The Sculpture Park at the 
Catskill Interpretive Center 

T he Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive Center (CIC) is 
hosting its 3rd annual sculpture exhibit. The Sculpture Park 

started as a volunteer project by artist and local community member 
Dave Channon. The first year, the goal was to provide a visual feast 
that would draw attention to the site of the future CIC. Dave reached 
out to several local sculptors who agreed to show their work and the 
first CIC Sculpture Park was born.   

In the second year, the Catskill Center decided to create a more 
formal mechanism for running the CIC Sculpture Park. Guidelines for 
the Sculpture Park were created which included the desire that local 
artists or art inspired by the Catskills would be the priority. The 
guidelines also recommended a jury selection process and 
stipulated the expertise of the various jury members.  

This year, the sculpture park has expanded to include the field along 
Route 28 and the areas around the Interpretive Center building. 
Seventeen sculptures by sixteen different artists are on display. This 
is the first year a brochure is available to show the location of the 
sculptures and provide artists information about their piece.  

If you would like to meet the 2016 sculptors and learn more about 
their work, please join us for a “Meet the Sculptors” program on 
Saturday, October 8 from 10 am to 1 pm (this is part of Lark in the 
Park). Light refreshments will be available and some art supplies will 
be on hand if you want to get your creative juices flowing. Visit 
CatskillInterpretiveCenter.org for more information on upcoming 
events throughout the year. 

Visit the CIC, pick up a brochure and explore the variety of 
sculptures on display. The CIC is open every day from 9:30 am to 
4:30 pm. For more information about the Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill 
Interpretive Center visit catskillinterpretivecenter.org. To find out 
about submitting art for consideration in the CIC Sculpture Park, 
please contact kpalm@catskillcenter.org. 

Katie Palm 
Arts & Education  
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Support the Catskill Center 
CatskillCenter.org/donate 

T he Catskill Center continues to develop partnerships with local, 
state and national groups to protect our open spaces and natural 

resources. Together we take pride in knowing that our more than 
four decades of work continue to have long-lasting impacts. Of 
course there is always more work to be done and with your gift, we 
can continue that work! Your support helps: 

Catskills Advocacy: The Catskill Center works to organize the 
region politically for equal representation, protection and resources 
on the state and national level.  We Chair the Catskill Park Advisory 
Committee, Co-Chair the Catskill Park Coalition, sponsor the annual 
Catskill Park Awareness Day and take part in a multitude of other 
activities to support the region. 

Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive Center: Operated and 
managed by the Catskill Center and having opened in the summer of 
2015, the Catskill Interpretive Center helps visitors and residents 
alike explore the natural and cultural resources of the Catskills 

Invasive Species: Through the Catskill Regional Invasive Species 
Partnership (CRISP) we are working to turn the tide on invasive 
species in the Catskills. 

Land Protection: The Catskill Center currently holds 17 
conservation easements comprised of 43 individual parcels, totaling 
2,550 acres and we own and maintain four properties totaling 367 
acres. These include our Thorn Preserve and Platte Clove Preserve, 
both of which are open to our members and the public year-round.  

Arts, Culture and Education: The Catskill Center supports arts 
culture and education throughout the Catskills including through our 
Erpf Gallery in Arkville, the Interpretive Center Art Park, our 
Streamwatch Program and our Sense of Place educational curriculum 
for local schools. 

How you can support the Catskill Center:  
Please visit CatskillCenter.org/donate for details on all the ways to 

support the  work of the Catskill Center. 
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Giant Hogweed  
in the Catskills 

G iant hogweed is an invasive species native to Southern Russia 
and the surrounding areas, with a potentially harmful impact. 

Thanks to a concerted community outreach effort by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), CCE, and 
other Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP) 
partners, many now know about the dangerous phototoxic effect this 
plant can have on contact. 

Luckily, giant hogweed is 
an easily recognizable 
plant. It grows to an 
impressive maximum of 20 
feet tall, with purple 
splotches on the stems. Its 
leaves can be up to 9 feet 
in width, and its large 
white umbrella-shaped 
flowers can be up to 5 feet 
in width. In many ways, 
giant hogweed actually 
resembles our native cow 
parsnip, although cow 

parsnip is much smaller. They are both members of the carrot family, 
along with wild parsnip, and carry that distinctive sharp carrot smell 
when the stems are broken. For more information on identifying 
giant hogweed and the differences between it and cow parsnip, visit 
catskillinvasives.com or nyis.info. If you think you have giant 
hogweed on your property, please take pictures and email them to 
us at CRISP at dsnider@catskillcenter.org. We will confirm the 
identification, and if it is giant hogweed, come to your property and 
eradicate it at no cost.  

Each year, CRISP controls any populations of giant hogweed that 
occur within our region, both historically and newly called in. Our 
procedure is to visit and monitor a site for three years after the last 
individual of hogweed is removed before a site can be declared 

Dan Snider 
Catskill Regional 
Invasive Species 

Partnership  

A juvenile giant hogweed prior to blooming. 
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officially hogweed-free. We suit up in white Tyvek suits, rubber 
boots and gloves, and goggles, and dig the plants up, with the aim of 
freeing the entire root crown from the ground. Survey methods for 
this plant are thorough. This year one site demanded we hike four 
miles of stream bed looking for any satellite individuals from a large 
upstream source population – twice! Once for initial control work and 
once to dig up regeneration. In the photo CRISP Coordinator John 
Thompson is all geared up and working on some sapling hogweed 

plants at the 
periphery of one 
of our largest 
infestations. 

This year, we 
r e c o r d e d  1 2 
locations that 
reported giant 
hogweed either 
this year or within 
the last three 
y e a r s .  C R IS P 
visited every site 
and dug up all 
surveyed plants. 
Four sites had no 
giant hogweed 
this year, and so 
a r e  i n  t h e 
monitoring stages. 
At the other eight 
locations, CRISP 
staff and interns 
dug up upwards of 
600 plants this 
year, bagging and 
removing any 

flower heads found. We are very hopeful that at least four of these 
sites will become monitor sites next year.  

Sapling giant hogweed can be difficult to find among the 
other growing plant life. 
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Platte Clove Preserve  
Service Day 

W hat can you 
get done in 

a day when over 
40 volunteers from 
the Student 
Conservation 
Association visit 
your Preserve? In 
the case of our 
Platte Clove 
Preserve, the 
answer is a whole 
lot of things! 

Organized by 
the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference and Greene County, this 
service day was an amazing day of team work, camaraderie, 
education and accomplishments! 

The Catskill Center coordinated with the Trail Conference 
beforehand, laying out work projects throughout the Preserve that 
were a mix of maintenance projects, trail projects, access projects 
and research. At the event, the teams worked on and finished: 

 Repainting our replica king post bridge across Plattekill Creek 
 Trail repair work on the Overlook Trail 
 A survey of the Preserve's hemlock stands for Hemlock Woolly 

Adelgid 
 Installation of a new kiosk to welcome visitors to the Preserve 
 Installation of new split rail fencing to help protect sensitive 

areas and keep visitors on trails 
 Relocation of the Preserve's main trailhead to the new kiosk area, 

providing a single trailhead for the Overlook Trail/Long Path 
and the Waterfall Trail. 

 
The hard work of these SCA members was amazing. I had the 
opportunity to lead the crew doing trail work and the trailhead 
relocation and it was a great chance to see their dedication and 

Jeff Senterman 
Executive Director 
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Catskill Center staff and volunteers at Platte Clove Preserve. 

desire to accomplish great work for the environment. As we worked, 
I had the opportunity to explain how the Catskill Center works 
across the region and at our Preserves to protect and preserve the 
Catskills and foster the region.  

We are also very thankful to the Land Trust Alliance for the 
Conservation Partnership Funding that we received for 
improvements to Platte Clove. That funding allowed us to purchase 
all the materials that were used during our service day! 

Expect even more changes at Platte Clove Preserve over the next 
few months. We'll be installing more fencing to help protect areas 
and direct traffic; creating new welcome materials to fill our kiosk; 
installing a new privy, producing a new brochure and map for the 
Preserve; and completing several other projects to benefit public 
access while protecting our natural resources! 
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H earing the sharp, quick song ascending to the limit of my 
hearing, my head instinctively jerked away from the wall of 

Japanese knotweed in front of me to the upper branches of the 
hemlocks that were scattered through this floodplain forest. 
Blackburnian warbler! The high-pitched song was a give-away as to 
what was singing, and it sure would be nice to see the orange of its 
head and throat flash from the high boughs of one of those hemlocks.  
But no luck today, we’re mapping a tangle of knotweed along the 
shores of the venerable Beaver Kill.   

The Blackburnian is a wood warbler, one of those little birds that 
only the avid birdwatcher might be paying attention to, but it’s future 
here in the Catskills may depend on many more of us seeing it, and 
the habitat on which it depends, as important. Blackburnian warblers 
glean insects and spiders along twigs. Pairs begin nesting in late 
May. High in the tree, along the tip of a hemlock branch, the female 
will build a cup nest of fine twigs, bark and rootlets, held together 
with spider’s silk. The cup is lined with moss, lichen, fine grass, hair 
and dead pine needles.  

New York State’s Blackburnian populations are centered on the 
Catskills the Adirondacks and Allegany State Park in areas that 
support dense hemlock and coniferous forests. As many of our 
hemlock trees are declining due to Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, it is 
difficult to imagine what will happen as trees succumb and some 
animals lose their preferred habitat. Not only do hemlock dominated 
stands and hemlock-northern hardwood forests support 
Blackburnian warblers, but these forests also provide habitat for 
Black-throated green warblers, winter wrens, blue-headed vireos 
and often Acadian flycatchers along stream corridors. Each of those 
species of birds depends on the hemlock forests for forage to 
support themselves and their young and places to hide from 
predators that would eat them.  

The rough bark of mature hemlock trees provides microhabitats for 
many species of insects and other arthropods, which in turn are prey 

Blackburnian  
Surprise 

John Thompson 
Catskill Regional 
Invasive Species 

Partnership 
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for foraging brown creepers, red-breasted nuthatches and 
woodpeckers. Hemlocks are evergreen and grow uniquely 
compared to other evergreen trees in our area.  Because of its shade
-tolerance it is able to retain its lower branches, when other 
evergreens shed their shaded branches. In winter, dark-eyed 
juncos, pine siskins, and white-winged and red crossbills feed on 
hemlock seeds and roost under the cover of hemlock boughs, taking 
advantage of the insulation that the hemlocks provide. 

The Catskill Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP) is 
convening a series of workshops to bring hemlock experts together 
to develop a conservation plan for the CRISP region and help to 
inform a statewide strategy. Even though hemlock forests are 
endangered, by working together, we can come up with the best 
ways to conserve our forests.   As John Burroughs once wrote in “In 
the Hemlocks” (published in “In the Catskills, 1910), “A bird's song 
contains a clew to its life, and establishes a sympathy, an 
understanding, between itself and the listener.” So next spring when 
you hear the Blackburnian 
warbler’s song, I hope that 
you have a sympathy with this 
beautiful bird’s plight and will 
join us in conserving the 
habitat on which it depends! 
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