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MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Jeff Senterman

With the COVID-19 pandemic shutting down much of
society during 2020, the Catskill Center pivoted to online
programming,virtual events,and enacting protocols to keep
staff safe. Still, we continued with advocacy, stewardship,
and the overall carrying out of our mission, adapting to
the year's new reality. Our virtual programs and events
often attracted larger audiences than usual, giving us the

opportunity to think about our reach in different ways.

Though we had to cancel several of our annual events, our
8th annual Catskill Park Day occurred before the shutdown
and was a great success. In addition, we held our annual
Fall Gala entirely online, with guest speakers, a live music
performance by Cosby Gibson, and customized Gala gift
boxes. In total, the event garnered $23,600 and more than

150 online viewers participated.



With the Catskills Visitors Center (CVC) building closed to

visitors amid the pandemic, the CVC continued to serve
the public through an on-site service window as well as via

phone, email, and social media.

Work resumed with design firm Partner & Partners (P&P)
on our interior renovations and new indoor exhibit later in
the year when contractors were able to work again safely.
And we began migrating our online store to a new, more
efficient platform which will also allow us to merge our

physical and online shop inventories.

During 2020, CVC staff offered several well-attended virtual
online programs — an event with the author of a new book
aboutthe Ashokan Reservoir,an educational program about
birding in New York, a series of online events collectively
titled the "Catskills Camp-In,"and many more. CVC staff also
continued to work on a modified five-year strategic plan in
light of all the challenges that the pandemic presented in

2020 and would likely continue to present in the near future.

There were 2,339 visitors to the CVC in 2020, compared to
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a normal year without building closures when visitation

hovers around 10,000. However, visitation to the Catskill Park
skyrocketed, and our Catskill Stewards Program, wrapping
up a successful third season, worked hard during such
challenging times to impress upon visitors the benefits of
responsible recreation and "carry in, carry out". Stewards
interacted with visitors at high-use areas like Kaaterskill
Falls and Peekamoose Blue Hole as well as Catskill Center's

Platte Clove Preserve and at the Catskills Visitor Center.

All of the training for the stewards was completed online via
email and Zoom meetings. In 2020, the Catskills saw record
numbers of visitors to its trails and waters. Our stewards
provided a welcoming educational environment while
simultaneously cleaning up trash, rehabilitating illegal
campsites, promoting stream health, and more at a higher
frequency and density than ever before. Among the Stewards
Program’s three sites (Kaaterskill Falls, Peekamoose Blue
Hole, and Platte Cove Preserve), total visitation numbered
72,859 (compared with more than 53,187 in 2019). Our
stewards collected more than 7,000 pounds of litter

(compared with about 4,600 pounds in 2019).

PHOTOS: VIRTUAL EVENTS IN 2020 INCLUDED CATSKILLS TRIVIA AND A CAMP-IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SERIES



Stewardship & Advocacy Coordinator Andy Mossey
presented the findings of the Catskill Stewards season via
a Zoom presentation. The end-of-season report is available

to the public on the Catskill Center website.

The pandemic hampered the Catskill Center’s Land Trust
program, and staff were not able to perform easement
surveys for several months. However, work behind the
scenes continued. The Catskill Center re-signed the listing
agreement with Gene Rios Realty, LLC for the Macaluso
property on Walton Lane in Hurley, NY. Discussions with
the Rondout Esopus Land Conservancy on the Macaluso

easement are ongoing, but slowed due to COVID-19.

The Streamside Acquisition Program (SAP) remained
significantly constrained by the New York City Department
of Environmental Protection's (DEP) restrictions on land
acquisition, attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic. Beginning
in mid-April 2020, DEP prohibited SAP from commissioning
appraisals or soliciting landowners. In the fall, the SAP team
updated the program’s Solicitation and Outreach Strategy
and submitted it to DEP for review. Meanwhile, the Catskill
Center continued to move closer to agreement with DEP on
a contract that would expand the SAP to the entire West-of-

Hudson watershed.

Even with DEP’s financial constraints, SAP staff remained
busy advancing the existing pipeline of projects and SAP
goals by other means. The SAP team increased outreach
to municipal officials, and secured SAP’s first ‘opt-in’
of a property within the designated hamlet in Jewett. Of
particular note, the SAP received high praise from a recent
report by the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering
and Medicine, which recommended reallocating resources
from DEP’s traditional Land Acquisition Program (LAP) to
SAP.

The pandemic did not stop the Catskill Regional Invasive

Species Partnership (CRISP) from treating sites and
educating the public. CRISP worked closely with its partners
in 2020 to deliver 17 invasive species programs to 1,369
people. CRISP and the Catskills Strike Team treated 105
invasive species sites. They also removed 4,000 mile-a-
minute stems from seven sites.Inthe fall, CRISP staff treated
about 200 Japanese angelica tree stems in Woodstock and
surveyed giant hogweed stems at eight sites, removing
192 stems. July 31 marked the first northern snakehead
observed in the Delaware River, and with the first spotted
lanternfly population in New York found on Staten Island,

CRISP began working with the state on outreach.

Also in 2020 came the creation of the CRISP Education and
Outreach Working Group, to collaborate on creating digital
content for NYS Invasive Species Awareness Week and

beyond.
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While our regional fire towers were closed for a period of time
this year during the pandemic, planning for staff and other Fire
Tower projects continued. Following closure months earlier, we
reopened the top cab of the Mount Tremper Fire Tower over the
summer, staffed by a volunteer. The Annual Lighting of the Fire
Towers occurred as planned September 5, casting beacons of

light from five original towers, honoring former fire tower workers.

In October, CVC staff began work on a more streamlined and
organized database of volunteer information and fire tower
volunteer stewardship agreements to create a more robust

volunteer program.

Though we were able to carry on with several conferences and
events online, the Catskill Center had to cancel or postpone
other events because of the pandemic, including our summer
Platte Cove Artist in Residence (AIR) program, the Catskills Great
Outdoor Expo, and our Summer Gathering at the Catskills Visitor
Center. Catskill Center staff began looking ahead to 2022 dates
for the next Taking Flight conference, and making plans to partner

with the Feminist Bird Club for the event.

We also made plans to ramp up efforts for the 2021 Catskill Park
Day. Additionally, the Catskill Center continued to be a driving
force of the newly formed New York Outdoor Recreation Coalition,
sitting on the steering committee as well as working groups. We
participated in an online 50th anniversary Earth Day Lobby Day
event on April 22.

Without its members, there is no Catskill Center,and our members
continued to support our mission and programs in a year that
financially strapped so many. We are so grateful that, in August,
the Catskill Center received a $20,000 donation from the Rudolph
L. Klaiss and Jean L. Klaiss Family Trust. In September, we received
a $3,000 individual gift to support the Catskills Visitors Center.

In November, we received an individual gift of $1,500 for the

construction and installation of an interpretive kiosk at our Thorn
Preserve in Woodstock. This gift was matched by an additional
$3,000 from the individual’s employer, providing $4,500 for this

important project.

In a year marked with uncertainty and change, the Catskill
Center showed our community we remain committed as ever
to safeguarding our region’s wealth of cultural, economic, and
environmental resources. As we move ahead not knowing how the
COVID-19 pandemic will continue its impact, we stand ready to
continue to collaborate with current and new partners for virtual
events, with the hope of transitioning such events to a hybrid
format and even in-person. Now, more than ever, we’ll work to
mitigate impacts in the Catskill Park from unprecedented high
use asvisitors flock tothe region, turning to nature as both activity
and respite during the pandemic. Our natural resources were
overused at times, and our businesses and services, the reverse.
No matter the platform, we’ll continue our work in balancing the

environmental and economic resources of the region.

JEFF SENTERMAN

Executive Director



CATSKILLCENTER
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

The Catskill Center’'s last fiscal year was from January 1
through December 31, 2020, during which time total revenue
totaled $3,242,618. 50% of this revenue came from contracts
($1,615,357), 5% from contributions and membership
($174,422), 6% from investment income ($188,414), 2% from
grant revenue ($80,662) and 1% from program income and
other sources ($46,596). Additional contributions to revenue

during 2020 came from a bequest of $954,783 and PPP grant

of $182,384.

Expenses for the year totaled $2,298,386 of which 77% was
for program activities ($1,767,546), 17% for organizational
administration and overhead ($380,534), and 7% for

fundraising and development ($150,306).

Financial Structure

The Catskill Center maintains one investment account
(market value of $4,523,622 on December 31, 2020). This
accountis used to support capital costs and expenses related
to the Erpf House and the Center’s other properties, and as
a Board designated fund for general operating expenses. The
assets are pooled in a diversified portfolio supervised by the
Audit and Finance Committee. Total investment returnin 2020
was a gain of $635,111. Each year the Board sets a spending
rate for operating purposes from the investment fund, which

amounted to $169,295 for 2020.

The Board engages Mostert, Manzanero &Scott LLP to perform

an independent audit.
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$5,000 AND ABOVE

Special thanks to the Estate of
Sibyl R. Golden, with gratitude for
her exceptional support.

Bruce Karpati

Larry Rockefeller

Laura and John Hussey
Matthew Stinchcomb

Robert and Nellie Gipson

Thomas and Hedi White

THANK YOU.

///// WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU.
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$250 - $499

Alan and Mary Dickey

Allen Broadman
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Andrew DiClemente

Angela Landon
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Barbara Salzman
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Christopher Arthur

Cyndi and Paul LaPierre

Dan and Linda Palm

Daniel and Rachel Greto
David Bunde

Deborah Frame and Steven Smith
Dr.and Mrs. Alex A. Latyshevsky
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Harry Otterman
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Margaret Seiler

Maria Franson
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Michael DeWan and Deborah Meyer DeWan

Michael Van Biema

Michael Williams

Michele Slung

Mitchell Mancivalano

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Sidrane
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bonnes
Mr. and Mrs. Federlein

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Blas
Mr. and Ms. Joseph Hubert
Natalie Nold

Patrick Nilon

Paul and Donna Miller

Paul Finkel

Peter and Gert Coleman
Peter Sluiter

Phil Vondra

Philip Ficks

Rich Kidder

Richard and Caorl Lewis
Richard and Susan Goldman
Richard Benini

Richard Blohm

Richard Gromek

Robert and Nancy Lynk
Robert and Viola Opdahl
Robert Jonas

Robert Kent

Roger Bagnall

Roslyn Chernesky

Russell and Nicole White
Ryan Jacoby

Scott Frank

Scott Moroff

Scott Neumann and Noreen McDonald
Scott Widmeyer and Alan Yount
Sharon Kitagawa

Sheafe Satterthwaite
Sherrie Torrey

Shuji Yagi

Stephen and Leigh Cooper
Stephen Fisher

Stephen Renison

Steve Smith

Steven and Jeanne Stellman
Steven Rinehart

Susan Chin

Susan Kalison Karp and Jeff Hibbitt
Ted Valand and Ann Reed
Thomas and Jacqueline Morris
Thomas Randazzo

Thomas Sternberg

Tim and Susan Delaney
Timothy Grippen

Timothy Howland

Tom Kaplan

Tom Schott and Barbara Gee
Tracy Bouvette

Troy Hill

Vincent Biondo

Viola Opdahl

Virginia Carter

Wayne Sygman

Whitty Sanford and Tom Miner
William Patterson

William Ralston

Yasemin Batirbek

UP TO $99

Abby Newton

Adam Cohn

Admiral and Mrs. Blair
Agnes Laub

Alan Devenish and Kathleen Kane
Alex Howard

Alice Chan

Andre Nizzari

Andrea Pfleger

Ann Roberti

Ann Tucker

Ann Wennerth

Anna Heckenlively
Anne Sanford

Anton Deflon

Austin Bonse

Barbara Doty

Barbara Graff

Barbara Mansfield

Barry Benepe

Bette Minervini

Beverly and Joseph Stein

Bill Sharick

Bill Shashaty

Birgitta Brophy

Blythe Carey

Bonnie Ratnoff Seegmiller
Bonnie Rosenberg

Brian Bacher

Brian Findholt

Brian Krulish

Brit and Mary Sue Geiger

Bruce and Linda Golden

Bryan Perrin

Byron and Susan Bell

Calvin Parker and Carey Shea
Carl and Norma Braun

Carl Fowler

Carl Pluchinotta

Carly Planker

Carol and Norman Labelson
Carol and Phil O'Beirne

Carol LeFevre

Caroline Martin

Catherine and William Gowen
Catherine Rohr

Catherine Verdibello

Chandra Valianti

Charlene Wynkoop

Charles and Marianne Bourghol
Cheryl Cundall and Kevin Farmer
Chris and Amy Olney
Christopher Graham
Christopher Riesz

Clifford Faintych and Deborah Graziano
Conor Gillis

Dale Hughes

Daniel Greenberger and Suzanne Dohm
Daniel Marazita

Daniel Nickolich

Daniel Shuster

Danny and Kim Potocki

David Holden

David Lionel

David Moore and Christiane Hyde Citron
David Munford and Barbara Restaino

David Pillard

David Rowe

David Schaengold

David Thomas

Deborah Glick

Denise Leclerc

Dennis J. Lenz, CPA

Dennis Yerry

Dian Seiler

Diane Galusha

Dianne Miller

Dirk Salz

Donald Bickford

Donald Harris and Susan McLellan
Douglas and Kathleen Green
Douglas Broadwater
Douglas Sluiter

Dr. and Mrs. Fairbairn
Dwight and Sharon Wiest
Edgar Martinez

Edward and Carol Farrell
Edward and Lois Ostapczuk
Eileen Digan

Elie Bijou

Elizabeth Horn and Ronald Zukor
Elizabeth Reichheld
Elizabeth Thorndike

Ellen Rosenshein

Ellen Schorsch

Enda Kelleher

Evelyn Wiesler-Wuytack
Ewa Mucek

Fabio and Michelle Fumagalli
Ferdinand Wight

Frank Enders

Frank Hyman

Fred Hof

Frederick Neebe

Gail Freund & John Glatt
Gale Jaeck-Quick

Garry and Judith Hyatt
Gary and Martie Gailes
Genevieve Gay

George Hewitt

George Robinson

George Tsontakis

Gerald and Grace Wapner
Gerard Lagala

Gertrud Gerlach

Gilbert and Mary Hales



Gisele Chiswick
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BUSINESSES

Allentown Animal Hospital

Alpine Endeavors

AmazonSmile

Breezy Hill Inn

Catskill Collectibles

Catskill Region Surveying Services
Central Hudson

Chazen Engineering, Land Surveying & Landscape Architecture CO., D.P.C.

Columbia Memorial Hospital
Community Bank N.A.
Erickson's Automotive
Facebook Payments Inc.
Foxfire Mountain House

Gates Ventures

Hope Springs Farms

Hudson Valley Appraisal Corp.
Hunter Foundation Inc.

IBM Corporation Matching Grants Program
ImmuneShein, LLC

Lamont Engineers, PC

LVDV Operations

Margaretville Telephone Co.
Mark Loete Photography

New York Central Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Phoenicia Lodge

Safeco Alarm Systems, Inc.
Schwartzberg & Kenyon PLLC
Shuster Associates

Silver Hollow Audio

Sluiter Agency, Inc.

Spring Glen Meadows, Inc.
Tuthilltown Spirits LLC

Vly Mountain Spring Water, Inc.
Woodstock Chimes Fund

Zone 4 Landscapes



GOVERNMENT

Sullivan County Soil & Water Conservation District

ORGANIZATIONS

Catskill Mountain Club

Church Communities Foundation
GoodShop

Manhattan Country School Farm

Microsoft Matching Giift Program

Network For Good

Paypal Giving Fund

The JNE Cornerstone Fund

United Way Of The Dutchess-Orange Region
United Way Of The Greater Capital Region, Inc.
Woodstock Land Conservancy

Zen Mountain Monastery, Inc.

FOUNDATIONS

Special thanks to the Armand G. Erpf Fund for their

many years of unwavering support of the Catskill Center.

A . Lindsay and Olive B. O'Connor Foundation, Inc.
New York Community Trust

Rudolph L. Klaiss and Jean L. Klaiss Family Trust
The Ford Foundation

The Neversink Association

Anonymous

PHOTO: CATSKILL CENTER STAFF MEMBER JOHN THOMPSON LEADS THE TREE PLANTING TEAM AT THORN PRESERVE

IN MEMORY OF

Arline Breitung

Rutherford Fischer

A Dear Friend

Susan Vidal

Walter - May his spirit live forever

IN HONOR OF

Brian James
Bill and Nan Saloman
Sue Lane

IN KIND

Ann Peters

David Becker
Genevieve Pfeiffer
ImmuneShein

Mike Kudish

Tree Juice Maple Syrup

We have made every effort to
accurately acknowledge our donors on
this list according to their wishes. In
the unfortunate event we have made an
error, please accept our sincere
apologies and contact Danielle Tucker
at dtucker@catskillcenter.org.



THE 2020 CATSKILL CENTER STAFF

Lee Alexander
Olivia Bernard

Kali Bird

Susan Blake
Jessica Dresser
Jenny Flavin

Peter Geoghan
Richard Henning
Kelli Huggins
Noelle Martin
Sarah McGinnis
Jonathan Mogelever
Andrew Mossey
Marc Neves
Katherine Palm
Heather Phelps-Lipton
Maddison Prescott
Brian Sechler
Jeffrey Senterman
Anna Shubel
Daniel Snider-Nerp
Skyler Susnick
John Thompson
Dara Trahan

Ryan Usai

Lisa Wachtel

PHOTO: FALL VIEW AT ONE OF THE TOWERS STAFFED BY CATSKILL CENTER'S CATSKILL FIRE TOWER PROJECT

THE 2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Markley Boyer

Mark Ginsberg

Helen Chase

Camilla Lancaster
Calandra Cruickshank

MEMBERS
Rocci Aguirre
Kerissa Battle
Steve Berg
David Bunde
Susan Clark
Michael Connor
Geoffrey Dann
Peg DiBenedetto
Tolomy Erpf
Jim Infante
Amy Kenyon
David Kukle
Cyndi LaPierre
Dan Laub

John Lyons
Cynthia Nitikin
Jean Orr

Tom Poelker
Larry Roadman
Frank Sanchis
Claude Shostal
Nan Stolenzberg



CATSKILLCENTER
43355 Route 28
Arkville, NY 12406

(845) 586-261

cccd@catskillcenter.org
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